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feel sure the modified ratification will not be accepted   by  Her
Majesty's Government.
Your Memorialists will not dwell upon the Indignity to which
the resolution unnecessarily subjects the Indians.
The reason put forward for exemption of British subjects from,
commando was chiefly that, as the British subjects were not en-
titled to full Burgher rights and were subjected to disabilities in
the Republic, they should not be compelled 19 render military
service with the Burghers* It was openly avowed at the time the
commotion was going on that the Uitlnnder population of the
Republic would gladly serve In the Malaboch campaign1, if only
they were treated as citizens and given the franchise.
If, therefore, the European or3 as the resolution puts it,
"White" British subjects should be exempt because of the political
disabilities they labour under, much more, it Is respectfully
submitted, should the Indian British subjects, who not only do not
enjoy any political rights in the South African Republic but are
treated as little more than chattels, of which fact the resolution is
another Indication.
Your Memorialists, In conclusion, earnestly pray and con-
fidently hope, that in view of the general persecution that is In-
cessantly being meted out to the Indians throughout South Africa,
whether in the Colonies or in the Independent States (even in
the newly opened-up territories of Bulawayo and other parts}, and
in view of the magnitude of the already existing restrictions placed
upon the Indians in South Africa generally and your Memorialists*
and their fellow-brothers* attempts to get them removed by the
intervention of Her Majesty's Government, this fresh attempt to
yet further restrict the freedom of the Indians on the part of the
Government of the South African Republic will not be countenanced
by Her Majesty's Government.
And for this act of justice and mercy, your Memorialists, as
in duty bound, shall for ever pray, etc., etc.2
M. G. KAMROOBEEN
ABDUL GAM
MAHOMBB ISMAIL
ETC., ETC.
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1 War by the Dutch against the Malaboch tribe In Northern Transvaal,
in 1894
2 The Memorial which came to be known as the Commando Memorial
was forwarded to the Secretary of State for Colonies by Dadabhal Naorojl. On
February  14, 1896, in reply to a question by Bhownaggree in the House of